
Ferry Bigger, Stronger

Oh, those
simple sunny
pleasurings

For some, summer is a time of re-
laxation and recreation. Others
spend it working just as though they
do during the rest of the year. Nearly
a decade out of high school, summer
is no longer what it once was with
softball always on the schedule and
long days at the country club swim-
ming or golfing. Summer today is
rather busy. It’s searching for time
out of a busy schedule to make fun
memories with my daughter. After
all, babies don’t keep.

She could quite possibly pass as
a fish with her swimming prowess.
With rising temperatures and more
daylight, a pool often seems like the
best option. Some of our good
friends just purchased a camper at
Indian Point in Ed-
dyville, and it has
opened up a portal to
vacation-alternate-re-
ality that my mind and
soul have needed for
quite some time.

Loading up all the
essentials – towels,
sunscreen, bathing
suits and a life jacket
in hand, we headed
out for the camp-
ground near the lake to start an af-
ternoon of summer fun. Driving
through our little neighborhood
made it easy to notice a man down
the street mowing his yard. With the
windows rolled down in our car, I
sniffed a familiar aroma from my
own childhood.

Mom always loved a freshly-
mowed lawn, and well-groomed
grass made it easy for kids to play
out there for hours. It all seems like
yesterday – backyard kickball tour-
naments, jumping on a trampoline
and gliding down a makeshift Slip-n-
Slide fashioned from of a huge blue
tarp.

It was never hard to find some-
thing to do back then. We were sent
outside to enjoy the heat and told to
come home when the sun started to
dip beyond the horizon, precious
memories to which any thirtysome-
thing can relate. 

Today each child has a phone in
hand, spending summer scrolling
through social media and snapping
hundreds of pictures, only to post
the best one with every blemish cov-
ered and a sun-kissed tan filter.
What happened to scraped knees
and bee stings? When did life get so
busy that we forgot the importance
of good, old-fashioned summer fun?
Campouts with the neighbors, a
music playlist on repeat until each
word was burned into our memory
and those chlorine-bleached-bathing
suits that were so discolored they
had to be thrown out after a sum-
mer.

Those were truly “the days,” and
it seems like our own children have
become deprived of such simple
pleasures that came without being
connected electronically to every
person in the tri-state with one post.

After a long day of work, packing
our things for a 30-minute-drive to
the lakeshore began to seem a little
too much just to get in the water.
These days of parenting are tough.
Working full time while actively serv-
ing in the church keeps us on a set
schedule 24/7. 

We must make time to enjoy the
amazing location in which we live. In
the back of my mind, I know our
daughter Annie will also be subject
to the ways of the new age. I don’t
want her to miss out on making
special no-tech memories while we
have the time. So, after passing
through a couple counties, we ar-
rived at the campground. Heading
towards the pool, my daughter
quickly ran up to our host, a friend
of mine who I spent countless hours
enjoying summer with in our
younger days. 

We applied sunscreen, jumped in
the pool and watched as Annie’s
eyes started to shimmer with magi-
cal summer joy, the same kind I re-
membered on the drive there.

Kayla Davis Maxfield is a regular
columnist for the newspaper. Email her
at kaylaamaxfield@gmail.com.

Interest rates stay
near record low
Since the height of the

pandemic, home mortgage
interest rates have been at
historic lows and remain
among the most attractive in
history. Freddie Mac has been
tracking 30-year fix-interest
mortgage rates since 1971.
Rates were 2.75% percent
earlier in the spring and de-
spite an uptick over the last
week to around 3%, the loan
market remains very attrac-
tive for home buyers.
Here is some historic data

from Freddie Mac on 30-year
fixed-rate mortgages.
Year                                30y Rate
1971                          7.5%
1979                        11.2%
1981                        16.63%
1990                        10.13%
1998                          6.94%
2000                          8.05%
2009                          5.04%
2012                          3.5%
2015                          3.85%
2019                          3.7%
2020                          3.6%
Today                       3.00%

JUNETEENTH NATIONAL 
DAY OF RECOGNITION
Congress last week made

June 19 a federal holiday.
With bipartisan support from
the House and Senate and
signed into law by President
Joe Biden, states have already
begun collectively celebrating
Juneteenth, a day that has
long been marked as the pre-
cise time in 1865 when Union
troops delivered the news
that it had won the Civil War
to Texas, effectively ending
slavery in the last place in the
country. Federal employees
were given last Friday off be-
cause June 19 fell on Satur-
day. The holiday was officially
enacted last Thursday.

Nominations sought
Do you know a Crittenden

Countian who has given sig-
nificantly to the agriculture
sector and warrants consider-
ation for induction to the
newly formed Crittenden
County Ag Leadership Hall of
Fame? If so, nomination
packets are available at the
Crittenden County Extension
office. Deadline for nomina-
tions is July 1. For more in-
formation, call Extension
office at 270-965-5236.

celebrity cooking show
There will be an Extension

Facebook Live cooking show
at 11 a.m., Thursday, June 24
featuring Magistrate Todd
Perryman with Extension
Agent Janeen Tramble making
Rockin’ Chicken Tacos.   

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Fiscal

Court will meet in special
session at 8:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, June 30 at the
courthouse.
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Ferrytale is central to
theme of paperback
STAFF REPORT
Just before the pandemic

struck last year, former Mar-
ion resident Cynthia Hearne
Darling published her sev-
enth book, an historical fic-
tion entitled Revelation,
which is set in Crittenden
County and centers on a
tragedy that involves the
ferry at the Ohio River.
Darling draws imagery from her rearing

here during the 1940s as she incorpo-
rates characters and places from her
youth into a thrilling story about a ferry
boat accident. Or was it really an accident
after all? To find out, you will have to read
the 266-page softback independently
published by the author.
Darling’s family was closely associated

with the fluorspar industry in the county,
her father and grandfather were both

mining engi-
neers and
they owned
Eagle Mine.
The reader
will recognize
s u r n a m e s
common to
the area, but
for the most
part, names
were changed to protect
those who inspired the writer’s thoughts.
“There are characters in the book that

definitely did live, but I tried to disguise
them,” she said in a recent phone inter-
view from her home in Virginia. 
While the plot keeps the reader engaged

with unopened caskets, grave robbers, re-
ligious overtones, long-standing family
prejudices, social bias and wartime ra-
tioning, its central theme focuses on an
investibgation by the sheriff – and his cu-
rious wife – into tragic deaths aboard the
ferry boat. 
The sheriff and his wife were inspired by 

See BOOK/page 5

Darling

Darling’s book is based 
on Marion during WWII

Cynthia Hearne Darling’s book is set in wartime Marion where supplies and goods were
rationed to citizens. Pictured above is the former World War II Ration Office on East
Carlisle Street. Known as the Blue-Nunn Building, it was also formerly a post office.

STAFF REPORT
Motorists taking a ferry

ride across the Ohio River
will notice a sparkling new
boat.
The Cave In Rock Ferry

recently put a new vehicle-
carrying barge into service,
which is bigger and better
than the previous rig, ac-
cording to ferry owner Lon-
nie Lewis.
The new barge can po-

tentially accommodate 20
passenger vehicles at a
time, that’s four or five
more than the one taken
out of full-time service.
This one is wider which al-
lows for greater capacity
on almost every trip no
matter what type of traffic
is crossing the river.
“It’s wider so we can put

bigger vehicles like

campers on the outside
lanes,” Lewis said.
The former deck was just

24 feet wide. This one is 28
feet wide which provides
for three full lanes on the
ferry, and drivers can eas-
ily load and unload on the
broader platform. Lewis
said the deckhands and
captains like the new rig
about as much as passen-
gers.
“They love it because it’s

easier to load because the
lanes are wider. And it’s
heavier. The deck is made
of half-inch plated heavy
metal that makes the boat
set deeper in the water, al-
most six inches deeper. So,
when a heavy truck loads,
the back of the barge does-
n’t raise up. It just has

extra buoyancy now.”
The deck is also 20 feet

longer, now at 100 feet. 
The barge is named Rae-

gan K after Lewis’s great-
granddaughter. The tug
pushing the ferry is the
Becky D, which isn’t a new
vessel but recently up

See FERRY/page 11

Toilet at river crossing
A portable toilet, the
funding for which was
approved recently by the
Crittenden County Fiscal
Court, has been installed
at the ferry landing to ac-
comodate those waiting
to cross the Ohio.

The new ferry barge is capable of handling more cars, and the expanded deck makes
getting on and off the vessel much easier for motorists.

Cave In Rock Ferry gets
upgrade to boat, radar

NEED A LIFT?
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When searching for 
wedding anniversary 
gifts, men commonly are 
led to Áower shops or 
Mewelr\ stores to impress 
their wives. Not Randy 
Cowsert. 

As Cowsert and his 
wife -ualie were ap-
proaching their fifth 
anniversary, he went in 
an entirely different di-
rection. His purchase" 
A factory-restored 1951 
Chevrolet 1100.  

7he 0arion couple·s 
red Yintage ride is special for man\ rea-
sons, but Cowsert says the love connec-
tion is in its "matching numbers.”  

For those unfamiliar with attractive 
buzz words in the world of classic ve-
hicles, "matching numbers" means the 
transmission and the engine have the 
same sequence of numbers as the VIN 
�Yehicle identification number� assigned 
to the original chassis, or frame, of the 
vehicle.  

7\picall\, the more original the Yehi-
cle, the more valuable it is. If the num-
bers match, it·s certainl\ easier to proYe 
the originality of the restored vehicle. 

-ualie sa\s she isn
t surprised that 
her husband made their fifth anniYer-
sar\ special, because he alwa\s keeps 
things exciting. However, she never 
thought she would be gifted anything 
as nice as her 
�� model &heY\ pick�up. 

,f the\·re not cruising in the &heY\ on 
a sunn\ afternoon, \ou might find the 
Cowserts in Randy's 1972 Chevelle SS 
that he purchased in ����. ,t too is ful-
ly restored with matching numbers and 

low miles.  
7he &owserts enMo\ tak-

ing both vehicles out for 
a joyride every now and 
then, but weather is the 
driving force.

�, don·t like to get mine 
out unless it·s prett\,� 
said Jualie.

A big reason be-
hind the Cowserts' 
decision to only get 
their vehicles out in 
beautiful weather is 
because of the effort 
it takes to keep the 
vehicles clean. 

With an older ride, car care is 
of utmost importance compared 
to a newer model. The Cowserts 
take great care of their &heYro-
let classics. Doing so, they say, 
requires dedication and a lot of 
babying. 

Hand-washing each 
part of the Yehicle is 
the best option for 
any vehicle, not 
just a classic car. 
With older mod-
els, it's extremely 
important to find 
the correct tools to 
clean eYer\ nook and 
crann\, eYen if it takes 
a 4�7ip to remoYe dirt 
from around the interior 
molding. 

&lassic rides like the 
&owserts· reTuire going sparingl\ on the 
water due to risks of rust. $s a result 
of the threat of rust, each part of the 
Yehicles is completel\ dried after the Mob 
is done.

Couple takes pride in  Restored chevys

Randy and Jualie Cowsert

According to the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety, the number of licensed drivers who are 70 and 
older increased by 65 percent between 1997 and 2018. 
Older drivers are often considered less safe than their 
fellow motorists, but statistics fro the IIHS indicate 
that might be a misconception. While the number of 
drivers age 70 and older has increased considerably 
in recent decades, older drivers are now involved in 
fewer fatal collisions than they were in the past. Col-
lision-related fatalities among drivers ages 70 and 
older declined by 15 percent between 1997 and 2018. 
Though such statistics are encouraging, it’s vital that 
aging drivers recognize that certain physical, cogni-
tive and visual abilities may decline with advancing 
age, and that such impairment has been linked to an 
increased risk of being involved in a crash. As a re-
sult, it’s important that older drivers self-police them-
selves and pay particular attention to any changes in 
their abilities that may compromise their ability to 
safely operate a motor vehicle.

Metro Services
Vehicle maintenance 

schedules Yar\ depend-
ing on manufacturer 
recommendations. In ad-
dition, the way a car is 
driven and the environ-
ment it·s driYen in can 
dictate if routine main-
tenance like oil chang-
es needs to occur more 
frequently or if belts 
and hoses need to be re-
placed sooner than man-
ufacturers recommend.

0an\ people driYe in 
ways that align with rou-
tine maintenance sched-
ules. However, drivers 
who put e[cessiYe wear 
and tear on their vehi-
cles may have to follow 
a “severe” maintenance 
schedule. According to 
the automotive infor-
mation site Car Gurus, 
many manufacturers 
adhere to a 30-60-90 
schedule, meaning cer-
tain items need to be in-
spected, changed or re-
placed at ��,���, ��,��� 
and 90,000 miles. Cer-
tain Yehicle parts wear 
out at predictable inter-
vals, while others, such 
as rubber gaskets, wind-
shield washer blades 
and tires, will degrade at 

irregular intervals. 
It is generally recom-

mended to speak with a 
mechanic and discuss 
driving habits to ensure 
Yehicles operate efficient-
l\ and at peak capacit\. 
The following are some 
conditions that may ne-
cessitate frequent main-
tenance.

� 8rban driYing� 6top�
and�go traffic in an ur-
ban setting can wear cars 
out more Tuickl\ than 
highwa\ driYing. ([perts 
say lubricants found in 
motor oil break down 
rapidl\ under these and 
other conditions, includ-
ing especiall\ hot tem-

peratures.
� 6hort trips� )re-

Tuent, short trips can 
take a toll on a Yehicle. 
Again, this may be a 
problem for those who 
reside in cities or bus-
tling suburbs. Short 
trips of no more than 
fiYe miles can contribute 
to an accumulation of 
water Yapor that dilutes 
motor oil and adversely 
affects its efficac\. 

� Heavy loads: Ad-
vanced Auto Parts says 
transporting or towing 
heaY\ loads can put more 
wear and tear on a vehi-
cle. Loads can include 
cargo or passengers.

� Dusty or salty en-
vironments: Dust can 
accumulate in air filters 
and clog internal engine 
components. 6imilarl\, 
living close to the coast 
and salt water also can 
cause car parts to rust or 
degrade Tuickl\.

� ([treme tempera-
ture conditions� 3eople 
who reside in extremely 
cold or extremely hot cli-
mates ma\ find that their 
Yehicles haYe to work 
that much harder to op-
erate, reducing the life 
span of automotiYe Áu-
ids, parts �especiall\ car 
batteries� and the oYerall 
vehicle unless action is 
taken.

For those who fre-

What  Maintenance schedule does my car need?

The following are some conditions that may necessi-
tate frequent maintenance.

Metro Services 
Getaways come in 

many forms. A getaway 
can be restful and re-
laxing whether it in-
volves a journey to a 
small island thousands 
of miles from home or a 
faYorite campsite that·s 
just a few hours away 
by car. 

As the world gradual-
l\ emerges from a pan-
demic that put traYel 
on the back burner for 
billions of people across 
the globe, people an[-
ious to get away from 
home ma\ finall\ feel 
comfortable seeking 
getawa\s that don·t in-
volve air travel. If the 
open road beckons \ou 
in the months ahead, 
the excitement ahead 
can make it eas\ to 
oYerlook certain safet\ 
measures. The follow-
ing are four easily for-

gotten safety measures to 
keep in mind as \ou head 
off for parts unknown.

� Have your vehicle 
serviced before hitting 
the road. 7he pandem-
ic significantl\ affected 
people·s driYing habits. 
0illions of people spent 
the pandemic working 
remotely, and many have 
continued to do so even 
after being vaccinated. 
Total driving distances 
Áuctuated throughout 
the pandemic. )or e[am-
ple, the )ederal Highwa\ 
$dministration reported 
that the total distances 
driven in July 2020 had 
declined b\ �� percent 
compared to the same 
month a year earlier. That 
decline was more drastic 
according to figures e[-
amining total distances 
driYen in $pril ���� and 

4 easily forgotten
Road trip safety tips

SAFETY TIPS - Cont. on page 3MAINTENANCE - Cont. on page 4



Metro Services
One of the perks of 

getting older is having 
more time to devote to 
recreation and travel-
ing. 

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, there 
are roughly 52 million 
people who are age 65 
or older in the United 
States. With a $1.6 
trillion total net worth, 
seniors spend more on 
groceries, pharmaceu-
tical items and travel 
and leisure than any 
other demographic. 

Age does not have 
to restrict one’s ability 
to travel, and with age 
comes experience and 
more opportunities to 
enjoy travel. Before 
taking off for parts un-
known, men and wom-
en over 50 can take 
steps to ensure their 
excursions are as safe 
as they are memorable.

� Consider risk. 
The coronavirus pan-
demic of 2020 taught 
the world that situa-
tions can change rap-
idly. Before booking 
any travel, weigh the 
risks and the benefits 
of a trip. Determine if 
COVID-19 is spread-
ing where you live or at 
your destination. Older 
adults have a higher 
risk for severe illness 
caused by the virus. 
Until you are vaccinat-
ed, it may be best to 
wait to travel.

� Use senior-friend-
ly services. Seek out 
travel services that of-
fer the best perks for 
older adults. Many 
travel providers no 
longer offer senior dis-
counts, but they may 
offer other benefits, 
such as early board-
ing or assistance with 
traveling from gates to 
baggage areas.

� Get travel insur-
ance. According to Liz 
Dahl, cofounder of 
Boomer Travel Patrol, 
a website featuring ex-
pert advice geared to-

ward the Baby Boomer 
demographic, travel in-
surance can be essential 
for older travelers. Older 
travelers may be more at 
risk of falling or getting 
sick and some may need 
extra medication if travel 
is interrupted or delayed. 
Travel insurance can 
provide extra coverage 
for a relatively low price 
if something goes wrong.

� Don’t advertise 
your absence. It may be 
tempting to upload pho-
tos of your beachside 
vacation to social media 
as you are immersed in 
paradise. Unfortunately, 
seniors tend to be targets 
for thieves because they 
are seen as vulnerable. 
Don’t make the job easi-
er by advertising you are 

away from home. In ad-
dition, have a neighbor 
periodically pick up your 
mail and set lights on 
timers to give the impres-
sion you are home even 
when you’re not.

��  Share your itin-
erary. Keep loved ones 
apprised of your gener-
al travel itinerary, espe-
cially if you are traveling 
solo, recommends AARP. 
Keep a mobile phone on 
you at all times.

� Pack copies of im-
portant documents. In 
the event paperwork is 
lost while traveling, re-
quest copies of prescrip-
tions and/or statements 
of medical conditions 
from each physician and 
medical treatment center 
so you have a second set. 
Keep copies of your pass-
port, driver’s license, 
insurance cards, travel 
tickets, and other docu-
ments as well.

Seniors have the ability 
to travel much more than 
other age groups. Make 
the experience enjoyable 
by focusing on safety.

April 2020, when driving 
had decreased by 40 per-
cent compared to a year 
earlier. Though driving 
may have increased as 
the pandemic wore on, 
it’s still a good idea for 
drivers to have their ve-
hicles serviced before a 
road trip. Request a full 
tune-up that includes 
an oil change, a battery 
check and a tire rotation. 
These services and other 
maintenance tasks like 
Áuid refills can reduce 
the likelihood of break-
downs and reveal any 
issues that might make 
driving less safe.

� Determine if your ve-
hicle is the subject of a 
recall. Recalls are issued 
if a safety issue has been 
uncovered since a car hit 
the market. The Nation-
al Highwa\ 7raffic 6afet\ 
Administration has a list 
of recalls available on its 
website at NHTSA.gov/
5ecalls. 5ecalls are fi[ed 
free of charge, and it’s 
best to look well in ad-
vance of a trip to ensure 
you have time to take the 
vehicle in for its update.

� Get used to driving 
with accessories on the 
vehicle. Summer road 
trips are typically taken 
with bicycle racks at-
tached to rear windows 
or the top of the vehicle. 
Drivers unaccustomed to 
having bicycles or storage 
units attached to their ve-
hicles should make a few 
trial runs so they can get 

acclimated. Backing up 
with bike racks on the 
back of the car can be 
tricky for novices, so a lit-
tle practice with the bikes 
on the back may be help-
ful. Drivers who intend 
to tow campers also may 
benefit from a little pre�
trip practice.

�Pack a map. Though 
maps have long since fall-
en out of favor due to the 
availability of GPS, people 

traveling to remote areas 
ma\ find their smart-
phone signals fading in 
and out as they get clos-
er to their destinations. A 
map can help road trip-
pers overcome service 
interruptions and arrive 
at their destinations on 
time. 

Road trips may be espe-
cially popular this sum-
mer. Some simple safety 
measures can ensure 
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Metro Services
Modern automobiles 

are technological marvels 
that rely on electrical com-
ponents more than ever 
before. According to The 
Family Handyman, vehi-
cles have 40 or more fus-
es grouped in two or more 
places. 

Just like fuses in a 
home’s electrical panel, 
automotive fuses stop ex-
cessiYe current Áow that 
can overheat circuits, 
damage equipment or 
cause fires. $n\ electrical 
component in a vehicle, 
such as the radio or head-
lights, are tied to a fuse.

When something goes 
awry with automotive 
electrical components, 
drivers may be quick to 
believe the components 
themselves or even the 
car’s battery or alternator 
are to blame. Mechanics 
say that it’s entirely pos-
sible that a blown fuse is 
the cause of the problem. 
Simply checking and/or 
replacing the fuse can al-
leviate the issue.

–––
Finding the fuses

The location of the fuse 
box depends on the make 
and model of the vehicle. 
Drivers should consult 
their owner’s manual to 
learn where the fuse boxes 
are located. Some vehicles 
have two fuse boxes that 
serve different purposes. 
Engine compartment fuse 
boxes protect certain en-
gine components, includ-
ing the anti-lock brake 
pump. Fuses inside or be-
neath the dashboard may 
protect dome lights or the 

air conditioning system.
According to How a Car 

Works, the individual fus-
es in the box are typically 
numbered. That makes it 
easier for drivers to deter-
mine which vehicle com-
ponents aren’t working. 
If the fuses are not num-
bered, then it’s a matter 
of removing fuses to see 
which circuits stop work-
ing to help narrow down 
the issue.

–––
Replacing fuses

Vehicles may have dif-
ferent types of fuses. It’s 
important to know which 
ones are in the car so you 
can get the right replace-
ment. 

“Blade” fuses are com-
mon and have a conduc-
tive horseshoe-shaped 
metal strip that runs 
through an outer plastic 
housing. If the metal strip 
appears broken, the fuse 
is no good. 

Cylindrical glass fuses 
are found in some cars. 

They’re also known as 
“Buss” fuses. If the metal 
strip that runs down the 
center is broken, the fuse 
needs to be replaced.

Older European cars 
have ceramic fuses built 
with an outer copper con-
ductive surface. The nar-
row part of the copper 
piece breaks in the middle 
when the fuse blows.

Regardless of their de-
sign, fuses will be clearly 
labeled with their ampere 
ratings, according to Car-
ID. Physically remove the 
fuse using a small, spe-
cially shaped fuse puller 
tool that may be included 
inside the fuse box. Re-
place the fuse with one 
of the same amperage 
by gently pushing it into 
place.

If the new fuse blows 
relatively quickly after re-
placement, or multiple 
fuses blow at one time, a 
larger current issue may 
be the problem. Consult a 
mechanic in this instance.

Car trouble?
Check the fuse box

6 tips for seniors to travel safely

SAFETY TIPS
Continued from pg. 2

Before taking off for 
parts unknown, men 

and women over 50 can 
take steps to ensure 
their excursions are 
as safe as they are 

memborable.

When something goes awry with automotive electri-
cal components, drivers may be quick to believe the 
comSonents themselYes or eYen the car·s Eattery or 
alternator are to Elame� 0echanics say that it·s entirely 
possible that a blown fuse is the cause of the problem.



Metro Services 
Drive-thrus have been in 

operation since 1947, and 
people haven’t stopped 
using them ever since. In 
fact, during the pandem-
ic, the drive-thru helped 
many restaurants thrive 
during a challenging time 
in the industry.

Restaurants that were 
able to sta\ aÁoat due 
to drive-thrus and oth-
er takeaway options can 
thank Red’s Giant Ham-
burg in Missouri for the 
success of their drive-th-
ru operations. Red’s is 
generally considered to 
be the first true driYe�th-
ru, according to Money 
magazine. In 1948, a year 
after Red’s opened its 
drive-thru, In-N Out Burg-
er opened a drive-thru and 
put to use a state-of-the-
art two-way speaker box.

Since the early days of 
drive-thrus, many differ-
ent businesses have uti-
lized drive-thru windows. 
Banking has been stream-
lined thanks to drive-
up ATM machines and 
drive-thru teller windows. 
People can pick up vital 
prescription medications 
from drive-thrus at their 
local pharmacies. Drive-

thrus at coffee shops keep 
busy commuters moving 
and caffeinated. 

Visiting drive-thru win-
dows has become second 
nature, but customers 
can employ various tactics 
to make using them go 
smoothly.

� Cease your mo-
bile phone conversation. 
As you pull up to the 
drive-thru speaker while 
on the phone, end the call 
or ask the other person to 
wait a moment. Give your 
full attention to the person 
taking your order.

� Know your order. Be 
sure to ask everyone in the 
car what they want before 
getting in line. According 
to a QSR Magazine study 
in 2018, the average serv-
ing time for the top 10 fast 
food chains was 234.08 
seconds, or roughly 4 
minutes. Transactions are 
sped up by customers be-
ing ready to order when 
asked and having their 
means of payment avail-
able when they drive to the 
payment window.

� Speak loudly and 
slowly. Drive-thru custom-
ers should realize that it 
can be challenging to hear 
orders oYer traffic and the 

rush going on inside the 
restaurant. Speak clearly, 
loudly and slowly when 
engaging with a drive-thru 
attendant.

� Don’t add items at the 
window. Adding items at 
the payment window after 
an order has been placed 
can disrupt the Áow of 
things in the restaurant. 

� Sort items outside of 
the drive-thru lane. Do 

not pass around purchas-
es while in the drive-thru 
lane or look through the 
bag and hold up the line. 
Pull over into a parking 
lot space and take care of 
business there.

Drive-thru capabilities 
have revolutionized cer-
tain industries. Custom-
ers can do their part to 
make the experience even 
better.
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Drive-thru etiquette and other helpful hints

Metro Services 
Gadgets and cars have 

seemingly always had a 
symbiotic relationship. 
As cars have evolved, so, 
too, have the gadgets that 
make driving more enjoy-
able. 

The connection between 
cars and gadgets has be-
come even stronger in 
recent decades, a time 
marked by rapid tech-
nological advancements 
and one in which car 
buyers increasingly look 
for tech-friendly cars and 
trucks. Buyers in the mar-
ket for new automobiles 
may be surprised by some 
of these innovations that 
have changed driving.

� Remote start: No 
one enjoys enduring frig-
id winter mornings or 
suffocating summer heat 
as they sit in their cars 
waiting for their engines 

to warm up or for their 
windshields to defrost. In-
novation has made such 
unpleasantries a thing of 
the past thanks to remote 
start technology, which 
allows drivers to use their 
smartphones to start 
their vehicles from inside 
their homes. 

� Bluetooth connec-
tivity: Bluetooth connec-
tivity has been around for 
years, and this advance-
ment has made staying 
connected while behind 
the wheel more conve-
nient and more safe. All it 
takes is connecting your 
smartphone to your ve-
hicle’s bluetooth. Once 
that connection is made, 
drivers can play music, 
accept phone calls and 
even receive text mes-
sages while keeping their 
hands on the wheel and 
their eyes on the road the 

entire time.
� Self-parking: Driv-

ers who never mastered 
the art of parallel park-
ing need not avoid cities 
any longer. Some cars 
now come with self-park-
ing features that drivers 
simply turn on. Once the 
feature is enabled, the car 
will parallel park itself.

� Blindspot mon-
itoring: Aging drivers 
who haven’t purchased 
a new car in awhile but 
are in the market may 
be thrilled to learn that 
blindspots have become 
a thing of the past. Blind-
spot monitoring systems 
alert drivers of approach-
ing cars via a light on their 
sideview mirrors and/or a 
sound as drivers attempt 
to change lanes. This can 
make it easier for aging 
driYers with Áe[ibilit\ is-
sues to avoid accidents 

when changing lanes. An-
ti-collision warning sys-
tems operate in a similar 
fashion, alerting motor-
ists, and potentially even 
applying the brakes, if the 
system suspects the car is 
about to hit something.

� Massaging seats: 
Many tech products in 
vehicles are designed to 
make driving safer, while 
others are all about com-
fort. Massaging seats falls 
into the latter category. 
Such seats make it easy 
for drivers who like long 
road trips to get through 
trips without succumbing 
to the aches and pains 
that can develop when sit-
ting behind the wheel for 
long stretches.

Modern vehicles are 
technological marvels 
that can make taking to 
the open road easier and 
more enjoyable than ever.

tech that makes it easier to take to the road

Buyers in the market for new automobiles may be sur-
prised by some innovations that have changed driving.

quently encounter 
these severe conditions, 
switching to a severe 
maintenance schedule 
with the guidance of an 
automotive service shop 

can help. The added cost 
of more freTuent Áuid 
changes and other main-
tenance can be recu-
perated by fewer break-
downs and the reduced 
need for potentially cost-
ly repairs.  the reduced 
need for potentially cost-
ly repairs.

MAINTENANCE
Continued from pg. 2
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Insuring your car 
everywhere. Because 

deer come out of 
nowhere.

Kentucky is home to all kinds of beautiful wildlife. And sometimes, 

that wildlife wanders onto our streets and highways, often resulting 

in accidents. Fortunately, there are also Kentucky Farm Bureau 

agents all over the state to handle all your insurance needs.

BIG ON COMMITMENT.
®

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU                  INSURANCE



USDA has set a July 23
deadline for agricultural
producers and landown-
ers to apply for the CRP
General signup 56.  
Additionally, USDA’s

Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will accept applica-
tions for CRP Grasslands
from July 12 to Aug. 20.
This year, USDA updated
both signup options to
provide greater incentives
for producers and in-
crease its conservation
benefits, including reduc-
ing the impacts of climate
change.
Both signups are com-

petitive and will provide
for annual rental pay-
ments for land devoted to
conservation purposes.
Through CRP’s general

sign up, producers and
landowners establish
long-term, resource-con-
serving plant species,
such as approved grasses
or trees, to control soil
erosion, improve water
quality and enhance
wildlife habitat on crop-
land.  Lands enrolled in
CRP also play a key role
in mitigating impacts
from climate change, and

FSA has added a new Cli-
mate-Smart Practice In-
centive for practices that
sequester carbon and re-
duce greenhouse gas
emissions.
FSA opened the general

signup in January and
extended the original
deadline to July 23 to en-
able producers to con-
sider FSA’s new
improvements to the pro-
gram.
FSA is also adding a

one-time “inflationary”
adjustment for payment
rates, as well as having
more flexibility on adjust-
ing soil rental rates.
CRP Grasslands helps

landowners and opera-
tors protect grassland, in-
cluding rangeland, and
pastureland and certain
other lands, while main-
taining the areas as graz-
ing lands.  Protecting
grasslands contributes
positively to the economy
of many regions, provides

biodiversity of plant and
animal populations, and
improves environmental
quality.  FSA has updated
the grasslands Signup to
establish a minimum
rental rate of $15 per
acre, as well as new Na-
tional Grassland Priority
Zones. 
To enroll in the CRP

General signup, produc-
ers and landowners
should contact their local
USDA Service Center by
the July 23 deadline.  To
enroll in the CRP Grass-
lands signup, they should
contact USDA by the Aug.
20 deadline.  While USDA
offices may have limited
visitors because of the
pandemic, Service Center
staff continue to work
with agricultural produc-
ers via phone, email and
other digital tools. To
work with FSA, producers
and landowners should
contact their local USDA
Service Center. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY MARKET 
From last week’s sale at Livingston Co. Livestock Market - Led-
better, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. Head 707: Feeder
636. Slaughter 56. Replacement 15. Previous week there were
452 head, including Feeder Cattle 375, Slaughter Cattle 58, Re-
placement Cattle 19. This time last year there were 824 cattle
sold at market. Compared to last week: No trend on feeder cat-
tle due to lack of comparable receipts, with the majority of the
feeder calf offering being value added cattle. Slaughter cows
and bulls traded steady to 2.00 higher. Supply included: 90%
Feeder Cattle (30% Steers, 57% Heifers, 14% Bulls); 8%
Slaughter Cattle (88% Cows, 12% Bulls); 2% Replacement Cat-
tle (58% Bred Cows, 25% Cow-Calf Pairs, 8% Heifer Pairs, 8%
Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 33%. Groups:
Heifers: 25 head 352 lbs 158.00 mix; 32 head 449 lbs 149.00
mblk; 20 head 581 lbs 136.00 blk; 24 head 646 lbs 133.00 mblk.

FEEDER CATTLE
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
11 399 399 174.00 174.00 Value Added
22 405-445 413 155.00-165.00 156.69
4 434 434 179.00 179.00 Value Added
6 475-487 485 160.00-161.00 160.84 Value Added
1 520 520 146.00 146.00
7 598 598 141.00 141.00
16 563-584 571 153.50-156.00 154.60 Value Added
4 619 619 139.00 139.00
8 613-644 629 140.00-150.00 144.88 Value Added
1 655 655 124.00 124.00
18 650-691 688 132.00-138.00 132.43 Value Added
1 745 745 122.00 122.00
13 703-738 722 126.00-133.00 131.28 Value Added
5 803-847 829 121.00-125.00 122.55 Value Added
1 870 870 117.00 117.00
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 250 250 147.50 147.50
5 305-348 339 151.00-155.00 151.72
8 483-495 491 124.00-125.00 124.63
1 510 510 139.00 139.00
2 580-595 588 122.00-129.00 125.46
1 720 720 120.00 120.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 335 335 152.00 152.00
5 360-383 370 145.00-151.00 148.52
26 352-375 353 151.00-158.00 157.71 Value Added
1 420 420 152.00 152.00
38 424-449 445 149.00-156.00 150.05 Value Added
4 450-460 458 139.00-143.00 142.02
15 470-486 481 142.00-154.50 150.82 Value Added
5 512-545 524 129.00-135.00 133.34
15 502-543 512 139.00-147.00 143.00 Value Added
48 550-585 571 134.00-145.00 137.26 Value Added
4 603-615 606 120.00-128.00 125.97
37 644-646 645 124.00-133.00 129.84 Value Added
7 660-678 668 116.00-119.00 117.69
16 661-695 672 115.00-128.00 125.38 Value Added
6 708-720 713 108.00-112.00 110.32
9 715 715 122.50 122.50 Value Added
6 823 823 111.00 111.00 Value Added
1 875 875 95.00 95.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
2 233 233 130.00 130.00
1 280 280 137.00 137.00
9 372-383 376 137.00-139.00 137.68
2 438 438 129.00 129.00
1 485 485 124.00 124.00
2 715 715 95.00 95.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
6 304 304 140.00 140.00
2 375-390 383 159.00-168.00 163.41
17 420-440 431 146.00-153.00 149.05
7 483-495 492 136.00-143.00 137.97
2 505-520 513 139.00-147.00 143.06
7 555-563 559 140.00-145.00 142.57
5 635-641 640 120.00 120.00
1 675 675 120.00 120.00
7 700-717 714 112.00-114.00 113.44
1 830 830 90.00 90.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 340 340 145.00 145.00
2 368 368 140.00 140.00
4 505-525 513 126.00-132.00 128.74
1 570 570 131.00 131.00
SLAUGHTER CATTLE
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
5 1400-1825 1624 67.00-71.00 68.84 Average
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
15 1010-1410 1295 68.00-78.00 73.83 Average
1 1285 1285 80.00 80.00 High
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
23 830-1310 1112 61.00-70.00 66.45 Average
2 1255-1315 1285 72.00 72.00 High
5 795-1150 1032 54.00-61.00 58.10 Low
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
3 1670-2110 1837 95.00-101.00 98.73 Average
2 1900-1920 1910 107.00-111.00 109.01 High
2 2005-2190 2098 87.00-90.00 88.57 Low
REPLACEMENT CATTLE
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
5-8 T1 1 1400 1400 860.00 860.00
5-8 T2 4 985-1765 1300 750.00-1235.00 1025.25
5-8 T3 1 1415 1415 1050.00 1050.00
>8 T2 1 1000 1000 550.00 550.00
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf 
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
>8 O 1 1050 1050 740.00 740.00
COW-CALF PAIRS - Small and Medium 2-3 w/ <150 lbs calf
2-4 O 1 775 775 825.00 825.00
COW-CALF PAIRS - Small and Medium 2-3 w/ 150-300 lbs calf
5-8 O 1 650 650 800.00 800.00
HEIFER PAIRS - Small and Medium 2-3 w/ <150 lbs calf
2-4 O 1 600 600 700.00 700.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
<2 1 1110 1110 1250.00 1250.00

CATTLE PRICES

BOOK
Continued from page 1
her real life great-grand-
parents – identified by
the author as Dave and
Dora Gilliland. He was
truly a lawman here in
the early 20th century.
Dave and Dora keep their
names as the main char-
acters in the book and
there are plenty of other
references that a lifelong
Crittenden Countian will
recognize. 
Darling recalls a story

told to her by her fore-
bearers about a meteorite
that crashed to earth in
Marion. She interestingly
weaves that space rock
into the book’s subject
matter, as she lays out a
thread of suspects in the
could-be murder. With a
backdrop of war, those
trying times of the period
are mixed with an uproar
in the community that
makes for interesting
reading.
The author remembers

writing her first poem at
age six when she lived on
Bellville Street in Marion.
She recalls residing in
rental homes on Main
and Elm streets, too, and
she attended Fohs Hall.
Darling has been back to
Marion only a handful of
times  in adulthood, but
her memories of western
Kentucky provide a
strong backdrop to a
wartime who-done-it.
Darling has a degree

from William and Mary
University and worked for
many years for the U.S.
Department of Justice.
She retired in 2005 and
has been writing books
ever since. She’s close to
completing her eighth,
and it’s a troubling futur-
istic story set in 2075.
Darling’s books are

available online.

CRP registration deadlines approaching;
new incentives for signing up this period

Area students
earn Dean’s
recognition
at WKCTC
The following local stu-

dents were among more
than 425 students were
recently named to the
Dean's List for the Spring
2021 semester at West
Kentucky Community
and Technical College:
Ashton Binkley, Briley

Brown, Alaina Cowsert,
Marissa Dawson, Hanna
Easley, Jeremy
Guess,Emma Herrin,
Bristen Holeman, Michael
Kirk, Jonathan Maness,
Allison May, Erik O'leary,
Caitlyn Riley, Ethan
Stone, Brady Birk, Mary
Clark, Hannah Cooksey,
Ethan Dossett, Isabella
Ferrell, Carsyn Jones,
ChristyMcintosh, Lana
Miller, Joseph Newman,
Emily Padon, Jaden
Raney, Addison Ringstaff,
Amanda Spinney,
SaraWalker, Alisa Weath-
erford, Kaylie Yaw and
Laura McKinney.
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Scenic drives show historic landmarks

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Sta� writer
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Forgotten
Passages

Used to be, Sunday 
afternoon drives around 
the rural county roads 
were much 
a n t i c i p a t e d . 
Viewing all the 
beautiful sce-
nic landscapes 
and occasion-
ally seeing a 
long standing 
structure or 
something un-
usual catches 
your interest 
and makes you 
wonder its or-
igin and his-
tory. Such are 
the two items in 
this week’s arti-
cle.  

Driving down 
Ky. 297, about  
six miles off of 
U.S. 60 West, there is a 
large metal sign on the 
left that says The Perry 
Place, Established 1875 - 
a certified .entuck\ His-
toric Farm. I’ve seen this 
many times and won-
dered the history behind 
it. There had to be some 
good history to have a 
sign like this placed on 
one’s property. I found 
out the land was owned 
by Robert Perry Chipps 
and his sister, Martha 
Chipps Evans. I called 
Mr. Chipps and was able 
to learn the story behind 
the sign.

In 1992, during Ken-
tucky’s Bicentennial 
year, the Kentucky De-
partment of Agriculture 
and the .entuck\ Heri-
tage Council, recognized 
Kentucky’s rich heritage 
of family farms, and they 
wanted to recognize the 
importance of and the 
significant role pla\ed b\ 
farms which had been in 
production for 100 years 
or more.   

They came up with 
the idea to organize The 
Historic )arms 3rogram 
– Kentucky’s Bicentenni-
al 1992. The farms to be 
recognized would be:

n Bicentennial Farm: 
Owned by the same fam-
ily for 200 years;

n Sesquicentenni-
al Farm: Owned by the 
same family for 150 
years;

n Centennial Farm: 
Owned by the same fam-
ily for 100 years; and

n Heritage )arm� 
Farm with non-contin-
uance family ownership 
and with 100-year old 
farmhouse and/or out-
buildings.

Farm owners could 
apply to be recognized 
b\ filling out a Historic 
)arms &ertificate $ppli-
cation which included: 
Farm site had to have 
a minimum size of 10 
acres; have a minimum 
income of $1,000 a year; 
have documentation to 
show original purchase 

by family members, such 
as the deed or will; and 
other documents to show 

the farm’s 
ownership and 
purpose over 
the years.

The docu-
mentation for 
the application 
for the Per-
ry Farm goes 
like this: The 
Perry Farm lo-
cated about 
6 miles off of 
Hw\ �� West 
on S.R. 297, 
was originally 
purchased on 
June 5, 1875 
by John B. Per-
ry. Maternal 
great-grandfa-
ther of Robert 

Perry Chipps, then by 
his maternal grandfa-
ther, Dr. John R. Per-
ry who purchased the 
farm Feb. 18, 1919, his 
maternal grandmother, 
Mrs. Beulah Franklin 
Perry, purchased the 
farm Feb. 23, 1924. Next 
Mr. Chipps’ mother, Mil-
dred Nunn Perry Chipps, 
inherited the farm by will 
Nov. 21, 1971, next Rob-
ert Perry Chipps and his 
sister, Mildred Chipps 
Evans, who are present 
1/2 owners of the farm,  
inherited the farm by will 
May 26, 1988.  The orig-
inal purchase included 
400 acres.  The farm still 
retains 117 acres of the 
original purchase and 
these acres are active-
ly farmed in crops each 
year. 

After being awarded 
the proud standing of 
being a Kentucky Cen-
tennial Historic )arm, 
Mr. Chipps designed the 
impressive aluminum 
marker and had Todd Ri-
ley to build it, Billy Joe 
Crider doing the letter-
ing. Also placed on the 
marker is the Kentucky 
Historic )arm medal-
lion. Henr\ and Henr\ 
Monuments set the large 
marker.  

–––
Since these farms were 

noted in the Kentucky’s 
Historic )arms %ook 
in 1992, I don’t know if 
they are still owned by 
the same families or not, 
but here are the other 
Crittenden County farms 
that were listed in the 
book. The information 
shown here has been 
shortened to use in the 
article. 

Sesquicentennial 
Farms 

n Robert B. Cook Farm 
owned by Robert B. Cook 
Jr. The farm was origi-
nally purchased in 1837 
b\ Henr\ <eake\ 6r.

n T. M. Dean Farm 
owned by Ida Marion 
Dean Baker.  The farm 
was originally purchased 

on May 10, 1809 by Rob-
ert Phillips.  T. M. Dean 
purchased the farm on 
Jan. 25, 1915.

Centennial Farms
n The V. E. Cook Farm, 

located in the Hebron 
community, is owned 
by Virgil Elgin Cook, Jr.  
The farm was inherit-
ed between September 
1853 and Jan. 16, 1868 
b\ $lice <eake\ &ook 
and Christopher Cook.  
(Linda Cook shared with 
me that the larger part 
of this farm has been 
sold, but several acres of 
the original land is still 
owned by the V. E. Cook, 
Jr. family.)

n The R. Croft place, 
located in Tolu, is owned 
by Roberta Croft. (Ro-
berta Croft died in 1995)  
The farm was originally 
purchased in 1864 by T. 
S. Croft, her grandfather.

n The Franklin Farm, 
located in Marion, is 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Henr\ 3. (Yans and 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. 
Chipps. The farm was 
originally purchased by 
W. H. )ranklin, their 
maternal great-great- 
grandfather on May 5, 
1884.

n 7he Hamilton�Guess 
Farm, located in Tolu, 
is owned b\ 0\ra Ham-
ilton �0\ra Hamilton 
died in 2012). The farm 
was originally purchased 
in 1868 by Joseph W. 
Guess, her grandfather.

n 7he 3aris Home-
place, located in Marion, 
on Ky. 506, is owned by 
Ralph Paris. The farm 
was originally purchased 
between May 18, 1874 
and Feb. 28, 1889, by 
his grandfather, William 
Franklin Paris.

–––
Clement Silo. One 

of my favorite drives 
through the countryside 
is on Reiters View Road 
west of Crayne to check 
on the old Clement Silo 
that was built back in 

the early 1900s. Always 
a fascinating sight to 
see, knowing how old 
the concrete structure is 
and the difficult\ it must 
have been building it all 
those years ago.  

An impressive struc-
ture that has marked 
this area for as long as 
anyone can remember is 
the concrete silo that sits 
at the corner of Mexico 
and Amos Roads. It has 
always been a landmark 
of this area. Mr. Norman 
Wheeler, who was born 
and raised in this area, 
remembers that many 
years ago a large barn 
set close by the silo, and 
across the road facing 
the entrance to the Reit-
ers View road sat the old 
two-story home of Major 
Jeff Clement.  

Mr. Wheeler told me 
that Jeff Clement owned 
all the land in that area, 
and he is the one that had 
the silo built. Mr. Wheel-
er said that his grand-
father, Henr\ Wheeler, 
help build this silo and 
that it was built in small 
sections at a time. The 
frame would be set, filled 
with the concrete, and let 
dry, the frame reset on 
top of the cured section 
and continued on until it 
was complete.  They used 
some kind of a scaffold to 
be able to get it as tall as 
it is. The silo is most cer-
tain to have been built 
over 100 years ago.  

The silo has fasci-
nated me since I was a 
child when we would go 
driving by. Now that I 
have many, many years 

behind me, I am still 
fascinated by the sight 
of it, its strong founda-
tion, and the height of 
it is truly amazing. It is 
an impressive sight from 
the road, but if you stand 
beside it and think that 
it was constructed with-
out any of the modern 
equipment that we have 
today, it is even more im-
pressive.

Think of the history 
that this silo has seen 
pass by on the road 
where it stands. The 
wagons of spar pulled 
by mules, going to the 
depot at Crayneville or 
to Mexico, and that cold 
night in February 1908 
as the band of Nightrid-
ers in the dead of night 
with their torches burn-
ing, made their way to 
the $. H. &ardin farm a 
few miles down the road 
and burned Mr. Cardin’s 
tobacco factory. All this 
and much more that we 
don’t know, has passed 
by this historic struc-
ture.  

–––
<ou can alwa\s find 

something beautiful and 
interesting to see and 
wonder about as you 
drive our many county 
roads.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The old Fred Clement silo standing on the corner of the 
Mexico and Amos roads has been there for over 100 
years watching the world go by. It stands straight and 
tall still today, but now has vines trying to hide its view.

The impressive monument located on Ky. 297 tells that 
the Perry family farm is a Certified Kentucky Historic 
Farm and has been in the family for over 100 years.



Why are we here? Some 
would say that even the 
ability to pose the question 
is the answer. Some would 
say that posing the ques-
tion is evidence that we 
are more than a biological 
accident or in-
evitability (given 
the size of the 
universe). This 
moves beyond 
the compara-
tively simple 
question of pur-
pose. I am not 
a philosopher 
– I only know 
enough to stay 
confused. How-
ever, I do believe 
in creative pow-
er. Since I am a 
Christian, I be-
lieve that we in-
habit a universe 
created by God. 
I will leave it up 
to you to decide 
just how that happened 
from our perspective (one 
of or a combination of 
God’s thought/speech, big 
bang, evolution, or some 
other process).

What I do know is that 
human beings have a de-
sire and ability to create. 
Obviously not on such a 
grand scale as a planet, 
solar system, galaxy, uni-
verse, or multiverse (what-
ever that is). It is, however, 
there in all of us. As soon 
as we figure out how to 
use those appendages at 
the end of our arms, we 
pick stuff up and start 
manipulating it for our 
pleasure. As we grow and 
become more aware of the 
world and our place in it, 
we begin to have thoughts 

and imaginations about 
how to change it to make 
it more inhabitable for us. 
Most of us also consider 
how to make it better for 
those around us.

We create new systems 
and organiza-
tions out of our 
tragedies and 
mistakes. We 
create mon-
uments and 
meeting plac-
es to celebrate 
heritage, com-
petition, and 
faith. We cre-
ate imaginative 
worlds for our 
entertainment 
and training.

I still have 
some of the ear-
ly creations of 
my children. I 
still use a proj-
ect I made in 
industrial arts 

class in middle school. I 
get satisfaction from tear-
ing things apart and put-
ting them back together 
(usually) better than be-
fore. We lose track of time 
when we create. Who has 
not been immersed in a 
project and did not real-
ize the hours passing? We 
were created to create.

John of Damascus (676 
– 749) connects thought 
and creation when de-
scribing God’s creating all 
things. Note that he holds 
that God created from 
nothing, which we cannot 
do. 

“Since, then, God, Who 
is good and more than 
good, did not find satisfac-
tion in self-contemplation, 
but in His exceeding good-

ness wished certain things 
to come into existence 
which would enjoy His 
benefits and share in His 
goodness, He brought all 
things out of nothing into 
being and created them, 
both what is invisible 
and what is visible. Yea, 
even man, who is a com-
pound of the visible and 
the invisible. And it is by 
thought that He creates, 
and thought is the basis of 
the work, the Word filling 
it and the Spirit perfect-
ing it.” (Exposition of the 
Orthodox Faith, Book 2: 
Chapter 2)

Whether one agrees with 
John or not, it is interest-
ing that he considers that 
God created to find satis-
faction. We get hints of that 
in the creation account of 
Genesis one, where the 
phrase “it was good” is re-
peated after each creative 
invocation. We also learn 
that God intended for us 
to be fruitful and continue 
the act of bringing order 
out of chaos when he said, 
“fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion. . .” 
(Gen. 1:28).

Creating is a moral act. 
We create relationships, 
vocations, writing, art, 
music, tools, and comforts 
to fill our homes. We speak 
into existence marriages, 
business arrangements, 
and events. We create our 
stories from how we pass 
through this world. All of 
which indicates what we 
think of God, the world, 
and our fellow inhabitants.

What we cannot avoid 
is creating something. It 
is built into us from the 
beginning. I choose to do 

my best to recognize the 
wonderful benefits of be-
ing created in the image 
of God and attempt share 
those benefits with others.

I am one who believes 
that God brings order from 
chaos and those who lis-
ten to him will attempt to 
do the same. The prophet 
Isaiah says,

“For thus says the 
LORD,

who created the heavens
(he is God!),
who formed the earth 

and made it
(he established it;
he did not create it a 

chaos,
he formed it to be inhab-

ited!):
“I am the LORD, and 

there is no other.
I did not speak in secret,
in a land of darkness;
I did not say to the off-

spring of Jacob,
`Seek me in chaos.’
I the LORD speak the 

truth,
I declare what is right.” 

(Isa. 45:18-19)
Where there is beauty in 

this world, created by God 
or by man, there is revela-
tion that we are meant for 
more than a self-seeking, 
self-absorbed, self-gratify-
ing, and self-promoting ex-
istence. We know that sort 
of beauty when we see it. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.
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The need for creation n Sugar Grove Cemetery Association will meet. Sun-
day, June 27 after morning worship.

Does Your Congregation  Have  Something Planned? 
Let us know. We post church notes here at no charge. 
Email to thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

Question: ,’ve always 
considered myself a “self-
made person.” Recently, 
I became a Christian and 
I hear other Christians re-
spond to the question, “How 
are you doing?” this way, 
´,’m blessed!µ :hat do they 
mean by that?

Answer:  The “self-made 
person” is a myth, but the 
“God-blessed person” is a 
reality because of His abun-
dant provision. All that we 
have ultimately comes from 
God and without His help, 
one can achieve little. 

In Psalm 1, the writer 
points out the “blessed per-
son” is the righteous man 
who meditates on God’s 
Word (the Bible) contin-
uously. “He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water, 

which yields its fruit in sea-
son and whose leaf does 
not wither. Whatever he 
does prospers” (vs. 1-3). In 
an arid land like Palestine, 
only trees planted by an 
ample water supply survive 
and thrive. One can’t live a 
better life than continuously 
living in God’s favor. 

The “blessed” person is 
not always perfect. Nor is 
he always free of doubt or 
anxiety of failure. But he is 
a growing, useful person 
whose nourishment comes 

from God and His Word.
Only Christ lived a per-

fectly righteous life. He died 
on Calvary’s cross for our 
sin-debt. Thus, He gives 
everyone access to the 
tree of life in paradise (Rev. 
22:2). Anyone can start on 
the journey of a “Blessed 
Life.” Turn from your sins 
and believing on the Lord 
-esus Christ. Don’t delay� 
start today!. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Are you living a “blessed life?”



sales
Estate sale, Friday and 
Saturday at 135 Mill Street, 
Salem. Kitchenware, knick 
knacks, cleaning supplies, 
larger size women clothes 
and many other items. 
(2t-25-p)
Yard sale, big assortment 
of stuff, 202 Howard Lane, 
Salem. Thursday, Friday 
& Saturday rain or shine. 
(1t-25-c) ks
Garage, attic, barn, closet 
clean out July 1, July 2 and 
July 3. Old and not-so-old 
items for everyone. Tools, 
furniture, dishes, pots /
pans, home decor, clothes, 
bicycles, toys, Pokemon 
cards, sports equipment, 
Christmas trees/decor, 
succulents of all kinds.... 
and the list could go on 
and on! The Martin resi-
dence on James Conger 
Rd., 4 miles out on Ky. 120 
turn right on Blackburn 
Church Rd. & follow signs. 
(1t-25-c)
wanted
Someone to sit part time 
with elderly lady in rent-
free house. Ideal for some-
one who wants to live rent-
free. Call (270) 704-0022. 
(2t-25-p)
for rent
1 BR efficiency apartment, 
all utilities, $350/mo., (270) 
704-3234. (tfc-je)
employment
Glass and Glazing help 
wanted....immediate open-
ings! Lifting, carrying a 
must! Construction ex-
perience and knowledge 
step to the front. Call (270) 

388-5745, ask for Tony. 
(3t-26-p)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package, and 
advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, 
and substitute positions 
available. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifica-
tions and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-25-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $10 
& up based on skill & ex-
perience. Must pass back-
ground & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Re-
cycling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email re-
sume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)
services
Honest handyman, quality 
work: Pressure washing, 
tree work/trimming, land-
scaping, painting/staining, 
woodworking, antique fur-
niture repair, home main-
tenance, vinyl siding and 
much more. Call or text 
(270) 704-0732. (4t-26-c) 
ks
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, side-
walks, driveways, room 
additions, rock driveways, 
clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Con-
struction. (12t-35-p)
notice
Notice: A 2004 Ford F-150 
Super Crew (red) owned 
by Scott and Anna Easter-
wood and left on Ky. 91 by 
Cave In Rock Ferry will be 
sold for tow bill and storage 
fees. One Main Financial, 
lien company; Vin#IFTP-
W14564KC56551. Con-
tact Steve Cooper (270) 
704-0943. (3t-25-p)
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.
com.

statewides
ATTORNEY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If 
you’re 50+, filed SSD and 
denied, our attorneys can 

help get you approved! No 
money out of pocket! Call 
1-855-980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let 
us fight for you! Our net-
work has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 
1-844-423-8835

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, news 
and entertainment any-
where. More top premium 
channels than DISH. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-866-292-5435
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-
633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

HEALTH SERVICE
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 888-982-0374

HELP WANTED – 
TRUCK DRIVERS

NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .60 cpm w/ option 
to make .70 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced de-
bris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-329-
2415

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES
New Medicare Part D Insu-
lin Savings Model.  Stable, 
Predictable Insulin Copays 
throughout 2021!  $35/ 
Month through Deductible, 
Initial, and Coverage Gap 
stages.  Cumberland Ben-
efits, 502.386.7857
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 
or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress

MISCELLANEOUS
High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find 
the best service for your 
needs.  Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top providers. 
Call 1-866-523-0708
AT&T Internet. Starting at 

$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bun-
dle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-866-515-1316.
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-844-
759-0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 

For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

Classi�eds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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Drake
Sarah (Neidig)

(Cruce) Drake, 77, of
Franklin, died Wednes-
day, June 16, 2021 at
the Medical Center in
Franklin.

D r a k e
was born
April 26,
1944 in
Evansville
to the late
John E.
Neidig Sr.
and Viola
Greubel.!

S u r v i v -
ing are her husband of
20 years, Ed Drake of
Franklin;! his children,
Alan (Judy) Drake  and
Gary (Kitty) Drake,
both of Louisville; their
children, Chad (Brit-
tany) Drake, and his
three children, Joe
(Olivia) Drake and
Josh Drake;!  three
brothers, Jim (Cindy)
Neidig of Springfield,
Ill., Tom (Cathy) Neidig
of Fort Branch, Ind.,
and Larry (Cindy) Nei-
dig of Wooster, Ohio;
three sisters, Barbara
(Randy) Dike of Owens-
ville, Ind., Jackie (Jeff)
Steckler and Rita
(Greg) Wilzbacher,
both of Haubstadt,
Ind.; and numerous
nieces and nephews
that she thought the
world of as they did
her.

She was preceded in
death by her first hus-
band, Paul “Eddie”
Cruce; three brothers,
John, David and Mike
Neidig; and one sister,
Janet Weiss.

She was a member of
St. Mary Catholic
Church in Franklin.
She worked as a secre-
tary for Tyco Elec-
tronics, retiring in
2009. She had many
different occupations.
She had worked at
Baynham Shoes in
Evansville, the human
resource department of
Old National Bank in
Evansville and after
marriage, she con-
tinued her career in
banking at Marion,
worked for the local
cable company, Duel-
ing Grounds, Walmart
and the outlet mall in
Eddyville. !She and her
late husband Eddie
Cruce ran the 88 Dip
in Marion before build-
ing what was Cruce’s
Coachman restaurant.
She was a member of
the St. Mary Ladies
Guild and Franklin
Country Club, where
she enjoyed playing
golf with the ladies as
well as with her hus-
band, Ed.

A funeral mass was
held June 21 at St.
Mary Catholic Church
with Father Tom Buck-
man as celebrant.! ! 

A graveside service
was held at St. William
Catholic Church Cem-
etery in Marion with
Father John Okoro of-
ficiating.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
St. Mary Catholic
Church, 403 N. Main
Street, P.O. Box 388,
Franklin KY 42135.!

Paid obituary

Hall
Paula D. (Leister)

Hall, 62, of Bowling
Green, formerly of Fort
Branch, Ind., died
June 17, 2021. She
was born to the late
Paul and Helen (Pflug)
Leister on Feb. 4, 1959
in Evans-
ville.

Hall was
f i e r c e l y
loyal to
her family,
especially
her chil-
dren and
grandchil-
dren, and
was always their big-
gest cheerleader. She
was an amazing cook
and loved to garden.
She will be deeply
missed by her family
and everyone she has
touched in this life.

Surviving are four
children, Matthew
(Brooke) Hall, Lyndsey
(Billy) Payne and Olicia
Hall, all of Bowling
Green, and Kristine
(Oliver) Russell of
Louisville; four
siblings, Elaine (Don)
Klusmeier of Fran-
cisco, Ind., Marlene
Davis of Evansville,
Steve (Annette) Leister
of Danville, Ind., and
Diana (Jesse) Ellard of
Evansville; 13 grand-
children, and several
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and friends.

A Celebration of Life
service was held Sat-
urday, June 19 at
Stodghill Funeral
Home in Fort Branch,
Ind., with Rev. Corey
Atkins officiating. Bu-
rial will be in St. Paul
Cemetery in Fort
Branch at a later date.

Paid obituary

Ort
Brenda K. Ort, 61, of

Fredonia, died June
15, 2021 at Rivers
Bend Retirement
Center.

Surviving are her
husband, David Ort of
Fredonia; stepchildren,
D.J. Ort of Missouri
and Chassity McGrew
of Metropolis, Ill., and
two brothers, Don and
James "Bo" Perry both
of Frances.

She was preceded in
death by her son,
James Avery; and par-
ents, James Elmer and
Doris Perry.

Gilbert Funeral
Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Lanham
James Russell Lan-

ham, 81, of Kevil, died
Friday, June 18, 2021
at Mercy Health Lour-
des in Paducah.!

Lanham
was born
in Cook
City, Ill.,
on Sept.
5, 1939 to
the late
S h e l b y
and Chris-
t i n e
(Horning )
Lanham.! He was a re-
tired employee of Ford
Automotive Company.
He enjoyed doing word
search puzzles, fish-
ing, camping and going
on vacation. 

Surviving are his
wife of 56 years, Jearl-

deen Lanham of Kevil;
a son, Jonathan Lan-
ham of Indiana; two
daughters, Renee
(Ronald) Burkholder
and Karen (Steve) Cox,
both of Indiana; a
brother, Kenneth Lan-
ham of St. Cloud, Mo.;
three grandchildren,
Jacob Burkholder,
Kyle Burkholder and
Haley Frazier; and
seven great-grandchil-
dren, Cameron Hud-
son, Madeline
Czubara, Kolten Burk-
holder, Bentley Fra-
zier, Jacob Burkholder
Jr., Noella Burkholder
and Willow Burk-
holder.

He was preceded in
death by a brother,
Gene Lanham; and his
parents.!!!!!! 

Funeral services
were Monday, June 21
in the chapel of Boyd
Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services.
Burial was in Salem
Cemetery.!

Paid obituary

Ramage
Linda Davidson

Ramage, 80, of Marion,
died Thursday, June
17, 2021 at Crittenden
County Health & Re-
habilitation Center. 

She was retired from
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School lunch-
room where she
e n j o y e d
making a
difference
in chil-
d r e n ' s
lives. She
was a
member of
M a r i o n
S e c o n d
B a p t i s t
C h u r c h
where she also enjoyed
working with children
in Vacation Bible
School. She was a lov-
ing wife, mother, gar-
dener, cook and loved
her dogs and cats.!

Surviving are her
husband of 61 years,
Melvin Ramage; a son
Brett Ramage of Cun-
ningham; a daughter
Sherry (Rich) Threlkeld
of Beacon, N.Y.; a
grandson Steve (My)
Ramage of Nashville; a
granddaughter Sarah
(Mike) Wood of Largo,
Fla.; four great-grand-
children, D'Arcy and
Aira Ramage of Nash-
ville and Fiona and
Emery Wood of Largo,
Fla.; a sister Vaughnel
(Doug) Bebout of Fre-
donia; and a brother,
Rocky (Tina) Hornback
of Louisville.!

She was preceded in
death by her father,
Murray Davidson; her
mother Alfreda (Rich-
ard) Hornback; two
brothers, Glenn David-
son and Roper Horn-
back; three sisters,
Jackie Hrapeck, Shir-
ley Jean Davidson and
Deborah Kay Horn-
back; and a grand-
daughter, Angela
Ramage.!

Funeral services
were Sunday, June 20
in the chapel of Boyd
Funeral Directors and
Cremation Services.
Burial was in Union
Cemetery in Crittenden
County.

Paid obituary

Graham
Priscilla Kennedy

Graham died unex-
pectedly but peacefully
on Tuesday, June 1,
2021 at her home in
Marion. Her family
continues to grieve the
loss of a wife, mother,
sister and aunt but are
thankful for recent
visits with family to
celebrate Priscilla's
64th birthday in ad-
dition to
marking a
40th wed-
ding anni-
v e r s a r y
with her
husband,
Dr. Scott
R a n d a l l
G r a h a m ,
who sur-
vives. 

Graham was born
May 18, 1957, in Ne-
vada, Mo., and gradu-
ated from Nevada High
School in 1975. She
graduated from the
University of Missouri–
Kansas City in 1981.
She married Dr. Gra-
ham at the Nevada
First Baptist Church
on May 30, 1981.  

In addition to Dr.
Graham, her survivors
include a daughter,
Amy Susan Graham
(Todd Vincent) Pagitt
and their two children,
Graham Vincent and
Samantha Kennedy of
Arlington, Texas; a
sister, Julianne Ken-
nedy Pederson, of Dal-
las; three nephews,
Brantley Dean of Law-
rence, Kan., Kennedy
Dean of Leawood,
Kan., and Stinson
Dean of Loveland,
Colo.; a niece, Hannah
Pederson, of Dallas;
brothers-in-law Carey
and Eric Graham of
Springdale, Ark.; and a
sister-in-law, Valerie
Graham Shetley of
Oklahoma City, Okla.,
and their families; and
10 great-nieces and
nephews.

Graham was pre-
ceded in death by her
parents, Judge Don
William Kennedy and
Audrey Lois Tohtz Ken-
nedy; a brother, Roger
Quin Kennedy; a
sister, Jennifer Ken-
nedy Dean; and grand-
parents, Don and Cleta
Kennedy, and Amy and
Richard Tohtz.

Graham relished her
role as Gaggy to her
two grandchildren, and
eagerly anticipated a
move to Texas to be
near them. She looked
forward to supporting
Graham, Sam and all
of their peers. The But-
ler Elementary PTA, of
which her daughter,
Amy, is a board
member, was a cause
close to her heart.
Monetary donations in
her memory can be
made by writing
checks to Butler Ele-
mentary PTA and
sending them to Amy
Graham at 2005 Ridge-
mont Ct, Arlington, TX
76012. Other organiza-
tions close to her heart
to which donations can

be made in her mem-
ory are Pennyroyal
Hospice, 220 Burley
Ave., Hopkinsville, KY,
42240, and Crittenden
County Animal
Shelter, 1901 U.S. 60
East, Marion, KY,
42064. 

The family will have
a private memorial
service later in the
summer.

Paid obituary

McEuen
James Bruce

McEuen, 88, died
peacefully on Sunday,
June 13, 2021, at Ash-
ton Grove Senior Liv-
ing in Georgetown.
Until recently, he had
lived in Princeton, his
home since 1960.

Born in Marion,
McEuen graduated
from Marion High
School and attended
Murray State College.
He taught
fourth grade in
the Crittenden
County Public
Schools in
1955, after
which he
served two years in the
U.S. Army JAG Corps
with the 39th Engineer
Group at Rheinland
Kaserne, Germany.
Following a brief stint
at U.S. Steel in Gary,
Ind., he made his life’s
work for 40 years in
sales, leasing and
management at Trice
Hughes Chevrolet,
Inc., in Princeton.

An active member of
First Baptist Church
since 1960, McEuen
served as chairman of
the deacons for many
years, oversaw the
Sunday morning nurs-
ery, and sat on numer-
ous committees. He
had a lifelong commit-
ment to Christian out-
reach, visiting
newcomers to the area,
driving the church bus
and proudly distribut-
ing copies of the
church’s history book.
His public service in-
cluded several terms
on the Caldwell County
School Board.

He loved beach vaca-
tions, fresh seafood of
all kinds, international
travel and following his
children’s high school
sports and marching
band activities. He was
known widely for his
generosity, work ethic
and love of family.

Surviving are his
brother, Randal (Sha-
ron) McEuen of Ho-
bart, Ind.; a daughter,
Melissa McEuen (Ed-
ward Stanton), of Lex-
ington; two sons, Kevin
(Susie) McEuen, of
Carmel, Ind., and Kelly
Brown (Megan)
McEuen, of George-
town; grandchildren
William Samuel Ment-
elle McEuen, Mina
James McEuen, Ben
Miller and Elizabeth
Cluxton of George-
town; Daniel Stanton
of Los Angeles; Carlos
Stanton of New York;
Chris Estridge of Indi-
anapolis; and many

nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in

death by his beloved
wife of 53 years, Peggy
Brown McEuen; his
parents, Everett and
Lorene McEuen; and
his adoptive mother,
Lela Brown Sisk.!!!!

Funeral services
were Saturday, June
19 at Morgan’s Funeral
Home, with Dr. Bill Ti-
chenor officiating. Bu-
rial was in Mapleview
Cemetery in Marion.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital or any
child welfare organiza-
tion devoted to Bruce’s
abiding concern for
“young boys and girls
left without one or
both parents.”

Paid obituary

Kirk
Shirley Ward Kirk, 74,

of Burna, died Tuesday,
June 1, 2021. She was
born  Nov. 8, 1946 in Pa-
ducah to the late Paul
and Lucille Rudolph
Ward. She was a 1964
graduate of North Mar-
shall High School and
later at-
t e n d e d
Droughon’s
B u s i n e s s
College of
P a d u c a h .
She worked
as a secre-
tary at mul-
t i p l e
businesses
i n c l u d i n g ,
C i t i z e n s
Bank, Wicks Lumber and
Three Rivers Quarry. She
later became a certified
pharmacy technician and
spent many years working
at Clinic Pharmacy and
most recently at K-Mart
Pharmacy.

Kirk was a member of
Oakland Cumberland
Presbyterian Church and
a member of the Living-
ston County Homemakers
Association. She enjoyed
going to classic car shows
and loved spending time
with all of her loving dogs.

Surviving are a son, Les
English of Burna; a
sister, Paulette Bearden
of Sharpe; two grandchil-
dren, Jessica English
Cummings and Leslie Ann
English; one great-grand-
child, Gerdie English; and
her lifelong friend, Shirley
Frensley.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Robert Kirk; and her par-
ents.

A memorial service and
celebration of life will be
held at 11 a.m., Saturday,
June 26 at Oakland Cum-
berland Presbyterian
Church in Sharpe. Visita-
tion will be held from 10
a.m., until the service.
Filbeck-Cann Funeral
Home of Milner & Orr is
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Paid obituary
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Online 
Condolences

myersfuneralhomeonline.com  �
boydfuneraldirectors.com 

gilbertfunerals.com

Most obituaries in this news-
paper are free. Ask your fu-
neral director about custom,

fee-based obituaries.
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LOCAL SPORTS
GOLF
Buck & Doe weekend
Marion Golf and Pool’s signature

couples tournament, the Buck and
Doe, will be held this weekend at the
nine-hole course in Marion. Cost is
$150 per team, and there is a shot-
gun start at 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 270-969-4376.

Mineral Mound change
Mineral Mounds Golf Course in

Eddyville is being renamed to honor
the late Cullan Brown, a former Lyon
County High School and University
of Kentucky golfer. Gov. Andy
Beshear has reportedly told the
Brown family about the change and
it will be called The Cullan at Mineral
Mound State Park. Brown was a
KHSAA state golf champion. He
died of a rare form of cancer in Au-
gust 2020.

FOOTBALL
Courtney builds staff
Rocket football coach Gaige

Courtney has announced his 2021
coaching staff, and it begins with his
former teammate Austin Berry, who
will be offensive coordinator. Berry is
a 2005 CCHS graduate and was a
record-setting quarterback. Court-
ney’s entire staff is made up of
Rocket football alumni. It includes
Bryan Qualls, receivers, inverts and
strength and conditioning; Jared
Brown, offensive and defensive line;
Aaron Berry, offensive line; and
Ethan Dossett, scout team and re-
ceivers. 

KHSAA
Dead period begins
Students may not receive coach-

ing or training from school personnel
(either salaried or non salaried) and
school facilities, uniforms, nick-
names, transportation or equipment
shall not be used each year in any
KHSAA sanctioned sport or sport-
activity during the period beginning
with June 25, and going through
July 9.

MISCELLANEOUS
Riley Caldwell’s AD
Marion native Jeff Riley, 47, has

been named Caldwell County High
School’s athletic director. His role as
AD begins July 1. Riley has worked
in the Caldwell County School Dis-
trict since 2003, serving as an assis-
tant football coach and was middle
school AD from 2008 to 2015. Riley
replaces Kim Farmer as athletic di-
rector. She retired from the school
system. He is a 1992 graduate of
Crittenden County High School.
Riley formerly taught school at Daw-
son Springs and Crittenden County.
He was also formerly a Crittenden
high school and middle school foot-
ball coach and assistant girls’ bas-
ketball coach.

BASEBALL
Lyon falls in state semi
Lyon County’s baseball team set a

number of school records this year
and represented the Fifth District
nicely in the state tournament. The
Lyons advanced to the KHSAA
semifinal round in Lexington before
falling 10-3 to eventual state cham-
pion Louisville Trinity. The private
Louisville school beat McCracken
County 10-0 in the state final.

OUTDOORS
Ohio river drowning
Conservation officers with the

Kentucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources are investigating
the deaths of two brothers whose
bodies were recovered Saturday
morning from the Ohio River in Bal-
lard County following an apparent
boating incident. They were in a 17-
foot aluminum boat. The victims
were identified as Raymond Sheffer,
60, of Sweetwater, Texas and Wen-
dell Sheffer, 63, of Metropolis, Ill.
The men reportedly launched the
boat Friday evening from Joppa, Ill.,
and had not been reported missing.
Neither man was wearing a life
jacket when found.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

Crittenden County High School’s basketball team held its post-season awards ceremony last week, an event delayed
due to the pandemic. Pictured are players who were among those honored (front from left) Preston Turley, highest
field goal percentage and top rebounder awards; Ben Dobyns, Best Sportsmanship, Best Practice Player and highest
three-point average; Lance Kayse, manager letterman; Tyler Boone, Best Teammate, Most Hustle, Lance Kayse Cit-
izenship and Sportsmanship awards; Gabe Mott, Most Valuable Player and best free throw percentage; (back) Travis
Champion, Overall Most Improved; Trace Derrington, JV Co-Player of the Year; Hayden Adamson, Challenge Award;
and Preston Morgeson, Defensive Player of the Year, most deflections, most steals and most blocked shots. Not
pictured: Braxton Winders, Sixth Man Award; Tanner Beverly, JV Co-Player of the Year; and Chad Mott, Most Valuable
Parent Award.

Player                          GAMES      FGM    FGA      FG FT %      3p FGM    3p FGA    3p FG %        FTM      FTA         FT %         PPG       REB        RPG
Morgeson, Preston      23           93      212      43.90%          23           55         40.1%          27        45       60.00%      11.7       80          3.5
Champion, Travis         23           45      105      42.90%          12           37         32.4%          11        18       61.10%      4.9        52          2.3
Winders, Braxton         23            2         7         28.60%           0             1          0.00%           3          6        50.00%      0.3        29          1.3
Mott, Gabe                   23          142     284      50.00%          27           90         30.0%          57        81       70.40%       16         75          3.3
Beverly, Tanner             9             0         2          0.00%            0             0          0.00%           1          2        50.00%      0.1         2           0.2
Davidson, Tristan          9             2         4         50.00%           0             0          0.00%           0          0         0.00%       0.4         3           0.3
Boone, Tyler                23           81      153      52.90%           3            10         30.0%          49        76       64.50%      9.3       135         5.9
Adamson, Hayden       13            1         7         14.30%           0             5          0.00%           0          1         0.00%       0.2         5           0.4
Dobyns, Ben                23           31       77        40.30%          31           73         42.5%           3          4        75.00%      4.2        16          0.7
Carlson, Maddox          8             4         5         80.00%           0             0          0.00%           4          4       100.00%     1.5        10          1.2
Derrington, Trace         10            1         2         50.00%           0             0          0.00%           1          4        25.00%      0.3         1           0.1
Guess, Seth                  9             1         2         50.00%           1             1           100%           0          0         0.00%       0.3         1           0.1
Turley, Preston            23          132     242      54.50%           5            24         20.8%          52        79       65.80%     14.0      212         9.2

Rockets Basketball 20-21 Individual Statistics
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The Crittenden County Wildcats finished runnerup in the 12-
under softball division of the Lakes Area Baseball and Softball
League. The team finished with an 11-3 record through postsea-
son. Pictured are (front from left) Maciebelle Hardesty, Aliza
Maraman, Morgan Piper, Hannah Jent, Karlee Jent, Brodi Rich,
(back) coach Matt Jent, Olivia Hinchee, Taryn McCann, Abigail
Champion, Charlee Monday, Laykin Gilchrist and coach Stephen
Smith. Not pictured was Lexi Lester.

The Crittenden County Diamondbacks won the cham-
pionship of the 10-under baseball division of the
Lakes Area Baseball and Softball League. Pictured
are (front from left) Noah Holland, Miles Yates, Caleb
Smith, (back) Eli Lovell, Elijah Durham, Hunter
Collins, coach Wes Lovell, Hayden Hughes, Kayden
Herrington and Bentley Rushing. Not Pictured was
Cameron Nesbitt and coach Jason Nesbitt.

Crittenden County Seminoles fin-
ished runnerup in 10-under softball
division of the Lakes Area Baseball
and Softball League. Pictured are
(front from left)  Madison Teas,
Brooklyn Lovell, (standing) April Dis-
more, Abby Korzenborn, Alexis Mat-
tingly, Callie Rich, Caroline Martin,
Lilly Cappello, Sadie Green, Brenna
Kemmer, Erin Korzenborn, Kaelyn
Worley, Madison Gibson, (back)
coaches Wes Lovell and Joe Capello.
The girls finished 12-2 on the season,
falling in the tournament champi-
onship 5-2 to the Sunbirds.
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Baseball 8-under
Coach Aaron Brown
Cooper Rich
Bode Merrill
Brady Polk
Tristan Harris
Axle Wood
Cutler Hunt
Bryce Dayberry
Axel Topp
Weston Weather-
spoon 
Barrett Brown
Knox Champion

Baseball 10-under
Coach Jason Nesbitt
Eli Lovell 
Hayden Hughes
Eden Bryant
Beau Maraman 
Kasyn Drury
Whyatt Gibson
Carter Tyner
Jett Champion
Elijah Durham
Cameron Nesbitt
Roane Topp

Baseball 12-under
Coach Adam Dayberry
Jaxton Duncan
Hudson Stokes
Drake Young
Coby Larue
Davis Perryman
Colt Bailey
Jack Porter
Brayden Walton
Jake Rich
Brady Dayberry
Eli Herrin

CRITTENDEN ALL STAR BASEBALL ROSTERS Local archers
place high in
national shoot
Inside Out Archers of Kentucky,

a S3DA archery club located in
Marion, recently competed in the
3D Nationals held in London, Ky.
The national shoot drew more

than 800 competitors from all over
the United States. 
Several of the local club shoot-

ers turned in personal best per-
formances, and four of them
placed in the top 10 . Miley Hayes
was eighth, Colt Hayes 10th,
Emory Orr ninth and Tucker
Boudro seventh in national com-
petition.



50 YEARS AGO
June 24, 1971
n Two couples tied for first
place in the Mixed Couples
Golf Match held at Marion
Country Club. Jack
McWilliams and Ester
Stout and Johnny Tibbs
and Willoughbell Tinsley
carded 44s to take the hon-
ors in the nine-hole play.
Third place was captured
by Chat Crider and
Annabelle Pfunder. 

n Nineteen County 4-H
boys and girls completed a
week of camping at West
Kentucky 4-H Camp.
Those who attended were:
Donnie Arflack, Greg
Arflack, Gregory E. Binkley,
Jimmy Boone, Kevin
Carter, Eddie Don Fletcher,
James Wallin, Bobbie
Williams, Sandra Boone,
Cindy Brookshire, Dottie
Brookshire, Vickie Brook-
shire, Terri Jean Guess,
Mary Beth Hamilton,
Donna Kirk, Rhonda Kirk,
Brenda Simens, Rose Ann
Stalion and Sherry Perry-
man. 

25 YEARS AGO
June 27, 1996
n Kent Crider, a 1976
graduate of Crittenden
County High School, was
selected medium market
disc jockey of the year by
the Missouri Broadcasters
Association for the third
straight year. 
n Henry and Henry Monu-
ment Company and The
Crittenden Press were des-
ignated as Kentucky Cen-
tennial Businesses. 
n Bambino League Cham-
pions for 1996 were the
Rockies in the minor
league and the Cardinals in
the major league. The
Rockies finished with a
record of 9-2-1 and in-
cluded coaches Bill Chase,
Roger Roberts and Tim
Harrison. Team members
were Drew Hopkins, David
Williams, Matthew Collins,
Jordan Roberts, Ben McMi-
can, Zach Guess, Stephen
Flahardy, Payton Croft,
Kenny Chase, Joseph O’-
Marrah, Tyler Hinchee and
Jimmy Williams. The Cardi-
nals finished 15-1-1 and
were lead by coaches
Dave Belt, Harold Mattingly
and Greg West. Team

members were: Scott Belt,
Brandon Cavins, Matt Mat-
tingly, Jason Weldon,
Justin Tabor, David West,
Michael Wright, Adam Hill
and Justin O’Neal. 

10 YEARS AGO
June 23, 2011
n Robert Johnson and
Carmen Orr each won two
gold medals at the Ken-
tucky Special Olympics
summer games. 
n The Crittenden County
High School cheerleading
squad garnered several
awards at the National
Cheerleading Association
camps at the University of
Tennessee-Martin. The
team received six superior
ribbons and one excellent
ribbon in addition to win-
ning the tram award every
night for teamwork, sports-
manship, leadership and
overall squad appeal. Also,
four team members were
nominated for the All-Amer-
ican award based on lead-
ership, skills and
cooperativeness.
n The Yankees baseball
team was crowned Rookie
League champion.
Coaches were Alan Hunt,
Curtis Franklin and Keith
Cosby. Team members
were Andy Stalion, Chris
Elder, Dustin Hearell,
Joshua Franklin, Patrick
Mitchell, Blake Gardner,
Wesley Hunt, Nathaniel Ri-
ordan, John Ryan Joyce,
Josh Cosby, Christopher
Loxley and Tamara Werne. 
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Crittenden County Detention Center Census
2021 Monthly Avg.

89.3
68.7
21.0
11.3

190.3
3.8
0.0
0.0

194.2

2021 Monthly Avg.
$82,805.50
$109,215.10
$9,018.26
$21,612.00

$102.40
$325.33

$214,043.27

$12,752.00
398.5
32.0

13.12333333

May 20, 2021
97
62
23
10
192
3
0
0

195

April 2021
$76,250.22
$89,905.68
$5,527.68
$21,240.00

$128.00
$512.00

$188,035.90

$11,456.00
$358.00
$32.00
11.93

June 17, 2021
85
92
27
11

215
4
0
0

219

May 2021
$90,447.24
$117,398.88
$18,467.88
$24,696.00

$0.00
$672.00

$233,214.12

$11,136.00
$348.00
$32.00
11.22

JAIL CENSUS 
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES
Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

Last Month REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Lyon Co. Housing Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

Last Month ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
JUNE 17, 2021 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County De-

tention Center is re-
bounding quickly from a
pandemic that greatly af-
fected its inmate popula-
tion figures.
The county jail sup-

ports itself through fees
paid by other counties,
Kentucky Department of
Corrections and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons.
While census figures over
the past two years indi-
cate that state inmate
numbers remain low at
the county jail, federal
prisoners are helping
balance the books, the
jailer said.
“We have signed a con-

tract with the U.S. Mar-
shal office in Cape
Girardeau, so we have
received about 27 or 28
federal inmates from
Missouri,” Kirk said.
The jail also has federal

inmate contracts with
Kentucky and Ten-
nessee. The contract with
Missouri will include
post-sentencing incar-
ceration, meaning the
potential for longer stays
for those prisoners. 
Fees for housing fed-

eral inmates are the
highest charged by the
detention center. Uncle
Sam pays $49 a day per
inmate. Kentucky pays
$31.34 for state inmates
and the detention center
negotiates the price for
other nearby counties to
keep inmates here. For
instance, Lyon County
pays $36 per day.
The jail had 219 in-

mates last Thursday,
that’s up more than 12
percent from the previ-
ous month and up al-
most 30 percent from
April’s figure.
Kirk said there are 92

federal inmates inside
the county jail, the most
ever. Last summer, the
jail had 84 federal de-
tainees, which was the
previous high.
“And we could get

more,” Kirk said. 

Many of the federal in-
mates now housed at the
jail are from the St. Louis
area.
The number of state in-

mates has declined
markedly since the pan-

demic began. The jail
was holding 122 Ken-
tucky inmates in Janu-
ary 2020. That figure had
fallen to 85 as of last
week.

FERRY
Continued from page 1
dated with a new bottom
and some very sophisti-
cated electronics. The
radar, Lewis said, is ca-
pable of identifying com-
mercial watercraft five
miles away, and it pro-
vides the ferry captain
with the name of the boat
and its owner. That’s im-
portant, Lewis says, to
improve communication
and coordination with
the commercial liners
that have right of way on
the river.
The Becky D is named

for the daughter of a for-
mer ferry operator, Amos
“Candy” Hill. He ran the
operation until the late
1960s when the service
was owned by the Ellis
family, which also owned
Ellis Park, a horse racing

track in Henderson. 
The ferry is jointly

funded by the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet
and Illinois Department
of Transportation
through the Ohio River
Ferry Authority. 
Traffic on the ferry can

be heavy at times. A typ-
ical trip across the river
takes about eight min-
utes, but that does not
include offloading and
loading. On a typical day,
the ferry transports
about 500 vehicles
across the Ohio River.
That number can more
than triple during heavy
travel weekends like the
approaching Fourth of
July holiday or when big
events are held on either
side of the river. That’s
when waits on either side
of the river can take
longer to board the ves-

sel. HogRock was held
last week, and Lewis said
it was one of the largest
events ever for the mo-
torcycle enthusiasts.
Some estimates are that
several thousand at-
tended. The event has
been held annually for
about 20 years. Lewis
said attendees used to
drive motorcycles to the
rally, now they haul them
there in large trailers,
pulled by expensive vehi-
cles. 
“Most of the people

who go are older now and
they don’t want to sit on
a motorcycle seat for nine
hours to get there,” the
ferry owner said.
Cave In Rock Ferry

connects Kentucky State
Highway 91 with Illinois
State Route 1 between
Crittenden County and
Hardin County, Ill.

Influx of federal inmates allows
jail recovery from COVID lows
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STAFF REPORT
Talk about developing

Lake George for greater
public use will continue
with further investiga-
tion about possible af-
fects on water quality,
but the plan is moving
forward – perhaps a bit
slower than some might
prefer.
Individuals who use

the watershed lake
owned by the City of
Marion for recreation,
say they’d like to have
restrooms, a better ramp
and a docking facility to
improve fishing and
boating opportunities.
Only boats operated by
paddle or battery-driven
motors are allowed on
the reservoir. Fuel-dri-
ven motors are prohib-
ited. 
“I come out here al-

most every day,” said
Wayne Allen, who was
fishing there one day re-
cently. 
While angling is pretty

good at the lake – with
sportsmen filling
stringers with blue gill,
bass, crappie and catfish
quite regularly – Allen
says he often visits the
lake for fellowship. 
“I like to come here to

visit, just gossip and
talk,” he said. “A rest-
room would be nice out
here. I live about a mile
from here so it’s not too
bad for me if I have to
run home.”
Richard Poindexter

was sitting in a lawn
chair next to the boat
launching area with a
rod and reel in hand, an-
gling for bream.
“They need to fix the

boat ramp, dig it out
more,” he said.
Whether anything is

done to further develop
the property may be up
to bureaucrats and engi-
neers. 
Marion Tourism,

Recreation and Conven-
tion Bureau met last
week and continued dis-
cussions of its plans to
spearhead growth on the
nearly 100 acres of pub-
licly-owned property.

The lake has a surface
area of about 35 acres
and there are another
50-plus acres of shore-
line and wooded areas,
including a 26-acre sec-
tion near the boat
launch area that has an
aged pavilion and picnic
area, but it’s for day-use
only.
City Administrator

Adam Ledford, who met
with tourism commis-
sion leaders last week,
says there is need for
caution as plans pro-
ceed, particularly be-
cause the lake is the
city’s source of raw
water. Its water purifica-
tion plant is nearby and
water is pumped from
Lake George to the plant
where it’s treated then
distributed across the
city, safe for drinking.
“I do not think a dock

would impact the water
quality at all, but we
need to have a deeper
conversation when you
start talking about trails
and campsites.”

The tourism commis-
sion has mentioned a
number of potential
ideas for development of
the area, including a
mountain bike trail that
might follow the perime-
ter of the lake, some of it
very near the shoreline.
The idea of both modern
camping with power and
water and primitive
camping have been dis-
cussed. Modern camp-
sites would require some
type of sewage disposal
system.
“I would like to see a

campground and a bike
trail. I think we could
put in a nice 20-site full
hook-up campground,
but primitive camping
might be a start,” said
Tanner Tabor, chairman
of the tourism commis-
sion.
The city administrator

stressed that while local
political leaders are not
opposed to the idea, in-
tense development at
Lake George will require
regulatory studies, engi-
neering and a revenue
source to create and
maintain an expanded
recreation area at the
lake.  
“Protection and

preservation of the water
source is our primary
concern,” Ledford said.
“We don’t want to bar-
room engineer this.”

A handful of local
leaders want to
make the property
at Lake George
more accessible to
the public and de-
velop it with perhaps
a campground or
off-road bicycle trail.
Pictured at top is
Richard Poindexter
landing a fish.

Developing Lake George
area will take further
study, but talks continue
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Canadian Maple Lightens Arena
This panoramic view of Rocket Arena shows the newly renovated gym floor, com-
plete with basketball and volleyball stripes. A contractor from Alabama was on
site for eight days this month to replace the 18-year-old floor with new Canadian
maple wood, which has a distinct lighter and brighter hue than the previous floor.
Instead of a varnish, the new floor was finished with clear coat. The school’s
modern logo was added to center court. Cost of the project was just over $24,000. 

Slayden
retiring
at Salem
STAFF REPORT
Doug Slayden has la-

bored many years for the
City of Salem as superin-
tendent of its water and
sewer systems, and his
transition into retirement
has been a gradual
process. His career has
now come full circle as
Slayden leaves on June
30 the municipal job he’s
held for almost four
decades.
Most of his working

life, Slayden has covered
more than a routine work
week. Many times, he
woke up early on the
weekends and went
straight to the plant to
make sure everything
was operating smoothly. 
Since 2019, he has

started working less, cut-
ting a day out of the work
week until he was even-
tually in the office only
on Mondays and Tues-
days. 
After working his whole

adult life, it’s hard to
wake up and not think of
a job to do, he said.
Slayden began his em-

ployment with the City of
Salem in October of
1981. Before that, he had
been working as a
plumber, electrician and
doing some HVAC work
in the construction sec-
tor.
When he first started at

Salem, the city was
drawing water from wells
and distributing it to res-
idents. Oftentimes, in the

early afternoon homes on
higher elevations would
run out of water. Not long
afterwards, the city
began purchasing
potable water from the
Crittenden-Livingston
Water District.
In 1982, shortly after

he began working at the
city, sewer lines were in-
stalled throughout town.
It took about two years to
complete the project. 
When the project

started, Slayden said he
relied on the late J.W.
Clark and Frankie Henry
to identify where water
lines were so they could
be avoided. Clark had
overseen the cast-iron
waterlines being placed
in 1954. 
Over the years, Robert

Rice, Phil Binkley and
Donnie Wilbanks worked
alongside Slayden. When
Binkley left, Wilbanks be-
came full-time and he
will now be handling
much more responsibility
at the plant.
Slayden said state re-

quirements on drinking
water have become much
more strict over the
years. Employees are re-
quired to have extensive
training and earn certifi-
cations to work at the
plant. 
Slayden remembers

when school children

would come to the plant
on field trips to see how it
works, but nowadays
that’s not allowed be-
cause of potential haz-
ards and the insurance
carriers will not allow it.
Interestingly, Slayden

said visitation picked up
when the golf course was
built. Golfers thought the
entrance to the plant was
actually the road to the
golf course, and players
on carts would drive
around the plant looking
for golf balls. So a fence
was built for everyone’s
safety.
Just as Slayden leaves

there’s a big project star-
ing up. All of the old cast
iron water lines are being
replaced with modern
distribution lines. The
work will be done in
phases until the entire
city has new lines.
“You have to be persist-

ent but patient when it
comes to getting projects
like the new water lines
approved through gov-
ernment,” Slayden said.
“You have to make them
realize there is a need for
it.”
Although he’s looking

forward to some time for
himself, Slayden says
he’s just a phone call
away and is willing to
help out in Salem if
needed.

Although he’s officially retiring, Doug Slayden plans to
be available to help around Salem whenever needed.

There have been a
handful of new COVID-
19 cases pop up in Crit-
tenden County over the
past few days. 
The county reported

five new cases between
Friday and Monday,
June 18-21.

That’s a significant
jump considering there
had been only three
cases confirmed in Crit-
tenden County during
the first 17 days of June.
Four of the latest

cases were in individuals
over age 50.

COVID cases up over weekend


